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December 15, 1995 Contact: Denise Horstman, ext. 262 

ANCIENT EGYPTIAN ART FROM THE MUSEE DU LOUVRE 
IN ONE-TIME-ONLY EXHIBITION 

Ra has placed the king 
on the earth of the living 
for ever and eternity. 

Judging humanity, satisfying the gods, 
realizing Right, annihilating Wrong, 
he gives offerings to the gods 
and funerary offerings to the dead. 

-ancient Egyptian text, King As Priest of the Sun God 

(Cleveland, OH) - Victorious rulers, intimates of the gods, guardians of the order of the 
universe, the ancient Egyptian pharaohs possessed a mystique among their subjects that 
continues to capture the imagination of modern peoples through their legacy of pyramids 
and lavish burials. Now, Pharaohs: Treasures of Egyptian Art from the Louvre brings 
viewers face-to-face with these exalted historic figures by way of thirty royal portraits in 
stone from one of the world’s greatest collections of Egyptian art, that of the Musee du 
Louvre, Paris. This unprecedented exhibition is on view only at the Cleveland Museum 
of Art, from February 11 through April 14, 1996 (note new opening date), and is 
sponsored by Society Bank/KeyCorp. 

Every major period of Egyptian history-over 3,000 years-is represented in this 
exhibition by at least one superb statue, relief, or stele. Ranging in size from four-inch 
statuettes to over-life-size portraits, they portray many of Egypt's most famous rulers in 
their roles as sovereigns: Amenhotep III, Akhenaten, Tutankhamen (King Tut), Ramesses 
II (the Great), and Cleopatra. Of these thirty works made for ancient Egypt’s greatest 
art patrons, only four have ever been seen in the United States, and this exhibition is the 
only occasion for which the beautiful Pair Statuette of Akhenaten and Nefertiti has been 
lent since the Louvre acquired it in 1938. Robert P. Bergman, director of the Cleveland 
museum, says of this event: 


(more...) 
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We feel enormously privileged to bring to the American public these famous 
masterpieces-so famous in the world of art history, pictured in textbooks and 
coffee table books the world over but most never seen in person on this side of 
the Atlantic. Our friends at the Louvre have been extremely gracious in granting 
Cleveland this unique opportunity. It is especially thrilling to be able to present 
this exhibition from one of Europe’s great civic cultural treasures as the City of 
Cleveland celebrates its own Bicentennial. 

Lawrence M. Berman, noted Egyptologist and assistant curator of ancient art at the 

museum, has been the driving force behind the exhibition. Dr. Berman hopes that, in addition to 

experiencing the excitement of seeing beautiful images of rulers from a far-away time and place, 

visitors will take this opportunity to have a more focused experience of Egyptian art than many 

shows-or such extensive galleries as the Louvre’s-can produce: 

For many people, art from a foreign civilization can appear to have a certain 
sameness. At a closer look, one begins to see beyond an unfamiliar culture’s 
enduring artistic conventions and "givens" and comes to appreciate its evolving 
tastes and styles. Pharaohs, with its unifying theme of kings, offers side-by-side 
comparisons of how ancient Egypt’s greatest artists treated the human form over 
time. It also helps us begin to see pharaohs not only as remote authority figures 
but also as members of historic families, whose faces are recognizable. 

The earliest work in the exhibition is the celebrated Predynastic Bull Palette from about 

3000 BC. This shield-shaped relief shows the king in the form of a strong, sexually potent bull 

trampling its enemy, the bull’s graceful back and horns forming the upper edge of the complex 

and still mysterious composition of images and early hieroglyphics. The limestone Stele of 

Qahedjet is among several works on view acquired by the Louvre only in recent decades; its 

historical importance as the earliest known image of a king and god embracing, and its extremely 

subtle relief carving and delicate modeling, ensure its place with the collection’s best-known 

works. 


The magnificent Old Kingdom red quartzite Head of Djedefra, from a Sphinx, has been 
famous since its discovery in the pyramid of Abu Rawash, north of Giza, in 1907. The renowned 
tradition of portrait sculpture in the Middle Kingdom period is embodied to perfection in the 
life-size granodiorite Seated Statue of Sesostris III. 

The celebrated New Kingdom pharaohs Amenhotep III, Akhenaten (with and without 
Queen Nefertiti), Tutankhamen, and Ramesses II are represented in sculpture in the round and 
in painted relief. Cleopatra appears in the time-honored guise of a bare-chested male pharaoh, 
wearing the double crown and triangular kilt, offering to the goddess Isis and her baby, Horus. 


(more...) 
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The latest work of art in the exhibition is the marble Portrait of a Roman Emperor , Probably 
Nero, in full pharaonic regalia. 

Eight works from Cleveland’s own Egyptian collection offer additional comparisons and 
fill important places in the essentially chronological arrangement of the exhibition. For example, 
Cleveland’s portraits of Amenemhat III and Amenhotep III are exhibited alongside the Louvre’s. 
Cleveland’s Striding Apis Bull is juxtaposed with Louvre works, showing the king worshiping the 
sacred bull of Memphis. These Louvre works are from the Serapeum at Saqqara, the sensational 
mid-19th-century discovery by a French Egyptologist of the catacombs of the sacred Apis bulls. 

The Musee du Louvre, Paris, is one of the world’s oldest, largest, and most renowned 
museums. This vast former palace is on a site used as a fortress and royal residence off-and-on 
since the 12th century, and has been enlarged in two huge wings by French rulers over the 
centuries up to its establishment as a public museum under Napoleon some two hundred years 
ago. Its best-known recent addition is the glass pyramid entrance complex designed by American 
architect I.M. Pei, completed in 1989. 

The Louvre’s department of Egyptian antiquities was established in 1826 under "father of 
Egyptology" Jean Francois Champollion, who deciphered hieroglyphs on the Rosetta stone now 
in the British Museum, London. The Louvre’s Egyptian collection is remarkable for its size- 
50, 000 objects- and historical importance, as well as for the quality of its holdings. The 
dismantling of the Egyptian galleries for complete renovation, the final stage of the project 
known as the Grand Louvre, provides Cleveland the unique opportunity to organize Pharaohs. 
The new galleries, considerably expanded, are scheduled to reopen in 1997. 

A 100-page fully illustrated catalogue is available at the Museum Store in softcover for 
$19.95 and in hardcover for $29.95. Written by Lawrence M. Berman and Bernadette Letellier, 
curator in the Department of Egyptian Antiquities of the Louvre, and published by the Cleveland 
museum in association with Oxford University Press, it also includes comparative illustrations of 
additional works from the collections of the Louvre and the Cleveland museum. 

A symposium, family programs, and other events are planned. Lectures include a 
Cleveland museum presentation by Kent R. Weeks, of the American University in Cairo, who 
has recently received media attention for his discovery in 1995 of the tomb of the sons of 
Ramesses II (the Great) in the Valley of the Kings. (Please see enclosed release describing all 
events planned for the show.) 


(more...) 



the Cleveland museum of art/pharaohs - 4 

Pharaohs begins a cycle of four exhibitions organized by the Cleveland museum to honor 
the citizens and City of Cleveland on the city’s 200th anniversary in 1996. The remaining 
Bicentennial exhibitions at the Cleveland Museum of Art are: Transformations in Cleveland Art 
(May 19-July 21, 1996), Urban Evidence: Contemporary Artists Reveal Cleveland (August 25- 
October 27, 1996), and Legacy of Light: Master Photographs from the Cleveland Museum of Art 
(November 24, 1996-February 2, 1997). 

* * * 


Ticketing and hours: Admission to the museum is free. There is an exhibition admission charge, 
and timed tickets are necessary for admission. Adult admission, $7; students 12+ with ID, 
seniors 60 +, and groups of 15 or more, $5. A recorded tour narrated by Dr. Bergman is 
included in these admission prices. Children 11 and under free. Museum members free, $1 for 
recorded tour. Tickets are on sale through Advantix at 216/241-6000 or 1-800-766-6048. Tickets 
ordered by phone and purchased at outlets have a $2.25 convenience charge per ticket. The 
museum box office opens January 30 for walk-up sales. Group sales are available by calling 
216/421-7340, ext. 264. Exhibition hours are Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday, 11-5:45; 

Wednesday, 11-9:45; Saturday, 9-4:45; and Sunday, 1-5:45. The rest of the museum opens at 10 
on weekdays. Closed Mondays. 

* * * 


Pharaohs: Treasures of Egyptian Art from the Louvre was organized by the Cleveland Museum 
of Art in collaboration with the department of Egyptian antiquities, Mus6e du Louvre, Paris. 
The exhibition is sponsored by Society Bank/KeyCorp with additional support from the National 
Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency, and the Ohio Arts Council. Promotional support is 
provided by WDOK 102.1 FM and AM 850 WRMR, and the Avenue at Tower City Center. 



PROGRAMS FOR 

PHARAOHS: TREASURES OF EGYPTIAN ART FROM THE LOUVRE 

All free unless otherwise indicated. 

Conference 

Saturday, Mar. 9, 8:30-5:00 
Pharaohs: The Symposium 

Distinguished scholars examine aspects of Egyptian art: Dr. Mark E. Lehner, Harvard 
University Semitic Museum; Dr. Lanny D. Bell, The University of Chicago, The Oriental 
Institute; Dr. Betsy M. Bryan, Alexander Badawy Associate Professor of Egyptian Art 
and Archaeology, Department of Near Eastern Studies, Johns Hopkins University; Dr. 
James A. Harrell, Chairman of the Department of Geology, The University of Toledo; 
and Dr. Lawrence M. Berman, Assistant Curator of Ancient Art, Cleveland Museum of 
Art. Registration $30 ($20 for museum members, seniors and students with ID). Call 
216/421-7340, ext. 464, for information, or pick up a brochure and registration form at 
the museum. 

Guest Lecture 

Tuesday, Mar. 26, 7:00 

Dr. Kent R. Weeks, Professor of Egyptology, Director, Theban Mapping Project, The 
American University in Cairo. Dr. Weeks is best known for his discovery in 1995 of the 
tomb of the sons of Ramesses II (the Great) in the Valley of the Kings. Tickets-$10 
($5 for members)-are now on sale at Advantix outlets or by calling Advantix at 
216/241-6000 or 1-800-766-6048 (plus $2.25 convenience charge per ticket); tickets can be 
purchased in person at the museum box office after January 30. 

Adult Lecture Series 

Five Wednesdays, beginning Mar. 13, 6:00 

Pharaoh and His Subjects: Art and Life in Ancient Egypt 

Presented by Cleveland museum curators and education staff. 

Egyptian Learning Center 

Located in the Lower Education Level, this center introduces Egyptian archaeology and 
hierogylphs through activities for children and adults. Visitors may discover how 
archaeological excavations unearth the past while they search for buried artifacts and 
create rubbings of hieroglyphs. 


(more...) 



Drop-in Family Programs, Sunday afternoons 
Family Express 3:00-4:30 

Feb. 18 -- Royal Regalia 
Mar. 17 - Tomb Treasures 
Workshops in the Lower Education Level 1:30-4:30 

Feb. 11, 25, Mar. 3, 10, 24, 31, Apr. 7, 14 - Make mummy jewelry and protective 
amulets. 


Recorded Tour 

A recorded tour is included in the exhibition ticket price ($1 for museum members and 
children 11 and under, who receive free admission to ticketed exhibitions). 

Slide Tape 

A slide tape presentation, Pharaohs : Egyptian Treasures from the Louvre, will be shown 
continuously in AV room I. 


Films, Wednesdays 
Feb. 21/22 
Feb. 28/29 
Mar. 6/7 
Mar. 13/14 
Mar. 20/21 
Mar. 27/28 
Apr. 3/4 
Apr. 10/11 


& Thursdays, 12:30 
The Egyptologists 
Techniques of Egyptian Sculpture 
Gift of the Nile 
Life Under the Pharaohs 
Egypt: The Habit of Civilization 
Pyramid 

Egypt: Quest for Eternity 
Egypt: The Pharaohs 


Slide Lectures for Adult Groups 

Reviving the Pharaohs: The 18th and 19th century Rediscovery of Ancient Egypt 
Barbara Kathman 

Presented at the museum, an hour-long slide lecture is available on a prearranged basis 
by calling 216/421-7340, ext. 462. The fee is $100 (does not include exhibition admission). 

Teacher Services and School Tours 

Special teachers’ workshops are available during January and February. Call the Teacher 
Resource Center at 216/421-7349, ext. 469. Group tours for schools are available 
Tuesday through Friday, 9:30-11:00, by calling 216/421-7340, ext. 462. 


# # # 



FACT SHEET 


Exhibition: Pharaohs: Treasures of Egyptian Art from the Louvre 

Dates: February 11, 1996 - April 14, 1996 

Please note change of opening date since last exhibition schedule. 

Significance: Internationally, this exhibition is the first occasion for which many of the 
Louvre’s famous Egyptian works have traveled to the United States-and 
the only time the Pair Statuette of Akhenaten and Nefertiti has been lent 
since its acquisition in 1938. The renovation of the Louvre’s Egyptian 
galleries provides this unique opportunity to organize Pharaohs. 

Venue: The Cleveland Museum of Art is the only venue. 

Lender: Musee du Louvre, Paris-one of the world’s oldest, largest, and most 

renowned museums. The Louvre’s Egyptian collection, established in the 
1820s, is remarkable for its size (50,000 objects) and historical importance, 
as well as for the quality of its holdings. 

Contents: For this rare event in the art world, thirty exceptional works of Egyptian 

art from the Louvre are traveling to the United States. All major periods 
in 3,000 years of Egyptian history are represented in the show, which 
examines royal images in statues, reliefs, and steles for insights into 
traditions and innovations in Egyptian art. The works, all chosen for their 
aesthetic quality, range in size from four-inch statuettes to over-life-size 
portraits. World-famous masterpieces include the celebrated Predynastic 
Bull Palette, showing the king in the form of a bull trampling an enemy, 
and the magnificent Old Kingdom red quartzite Head of Djedefra (the son 
of Cheops), from a sphinx. The renowned tradition of portrait sculpture 
in the Middle Kingdom period is embodied to perfection in the life-size 
granodiorite Seated Statue of Sesostris III. The great New Kingdom 
pharaohs Amenhotep III, Akhenaten (with and without Queen Nefertiti), 
Tutankhamen, and Ramesses II are represented in sculpture in the round 
and in painted relief. The latest work of art in the exhibition is a marble 
Portrait of a Roman Emperor, Probably Nero, in full pharaonic regalia. 

Of the thirty works coming from Paris, only four have ever been seen in 
the States. Eight related works from the Cleveland museum’s own choice 
collection will be exhibited with the Louvre loans. 


(more...) 



Background: Collaboration between the Cleveland museum and the museums of France on 
major international loan exhibitions began at least twenty years ago with The 
European Vision of America (Washington, Cleveland, and Paris, 1976-77), 
followed by Chardin 1699-1779 (Paris, Cleveland, and Boston, 1979). Celebration 
of the Cleveland museum’s 75th Anniversary occasioned Picasso and Things: The 
Still Lifes of Picasso (Cleveland, Philadelphia, and Paris, 1992) and Egypt’s 
Dazzling Sun: Amenhotep III and His World (Cleveland, Fort Worth, and Paris, 
1992-93), which broke attendance records at Cleveland before traveling to Paris. 

Catalogue: A fully illustrated catalogue has been prepared by Lawrence M. Berman, 

Cleveland’s assistant curator of ancient art and curator of the exhibition, and 
Bernadette Letellier, curator in the Department of Egyptian Antiquities of the 
Louvre. The 100-page volume has been published by the Cleveland Museum of 
Art in association with Oxford University Press. It is available at the Museum 
Store in softcover for $19.95 and hardcover for $29.95. 

Funding: This exhibition is sponsored by Society Bank/KeyCorp with additional support 

from the National Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency, and the Ohio Arts 
Council. Promotional support is provided by WDOK 102.1 FM and AM 850 
WRMR, and the Avenue at Tower City Center. 

Programs: A symposium, lecture series, family programs, and other events are planned. A 

recorded tour, narrated by museum director Robert P. Bergman, will be available. 
Guided school tours are available by reservation by calling 216/421-7340, ext. 462. 
Private lectures are available by calling 216/421-7340, ext. 462. 

Ticketing: General admission $7, students and seniors $5. Free for children 11 and under. 

The recorded tour is included in the price of admission. Free admission for 
museum members, $1 for recorded tour. For tickets, call Advantix at 241-6000; 
outside Cleveland, call 1-800-766-6048; for group sales, call 216/421-7340, ext. 264. 

Additional Locally, Pharaohs begins a cycle of four exhibitions organized by the Cleveland 

Bicentennial Museum of Art to honor the citizens and City of Cleveland on the city’s 200th 

Exhibitions: anniversary in 1996. The remaining Bicentennial exhibitions at the museum are: 

Transformations in Cleveland Art (May 19-July 21, 1996), Urban Evidence: 
Contemporary Artists Reveal Cleveland (August 25-October 27, 1996), and 
Legacy of Light: Master Photographs from the Cleveland Museum of Art 
(November 24, 1996-February 2, 1997). 

Contact: News media should contact Denise Horstman, assistant manager, Marketing & 

Communications, for additional information, photographs, slides, or 
transparencies. Phone 216/421-7340, ext. 262; fax 216/231-6565. 


The Cleveland Museum of Art receives partial funding from the Ohio Arts Council, a state agency created 
to foster and encourage the development of the arts and to preserve Ohio’s cultural heritage. Funding 
from the Ohio Arts Council is an investment of state tax dollars that promotes economic growth, 
educational excellence and cultural enrichment for all Ohioans. 




CHRONOLOGY OF EGYPTIAN PHARAOHS 


Reign dates and catalogue numbers (in brackets) follow names of kings or periods represented in the 
exhibition. 


Predynastic Period ca. 5000-2950 bc [1] 

Early Dynastic period 

Dynasties 1-2 2950-2647 BC 

Old Kingdom 

Dynasty 3 2647-2573 BC 
Sanakht 
Djoser 
Sekhemkhet 
Khaba 

Qahedjet 2597-2573 bc [2] 

Dynasty 4 2573-2454 BC 
Sneferu 
Cheops 

Djedefra 2526-2518 bc [3] 

Chephren 

Mycerinus 

Shepseskaf 

Dynasty 5 2454-23 1 1 BC 
Userkaf 
Sahura 
Neferirkara 
Shepseskara 
Neferefra 
Niuserra 

Menkauhor 2377-2369 BC [17] 

Isesi 

Unas 

Dynasty 6 231 1-2140 BC 
Dynasty 7 2140-2134 BC 
Dynasty 8 2 1 34-2 1 24 BC 

First Intermediate Period 

Dynasty 9/1 0 (Herakleopolitan) 2123-2040 BC 
Dynasty 11 (pre-unification) 2123-ca. 2040 BC 

Middle Kingdom [4] 

Dynasty 11 (post-unification) ca. 2040-1980 BC 
Mentuhotep II 
Mentuhtoep III 
Mentuhotep IV 

Dynasty 12 ca. 1980-1801 bc 
Amenemhat I 


Sesostris I 
Amenemhat II 
Sesostris II 

Sesostris III 1878-1859 bc [5] 
Amenemhat III 1 859- 1 8 1 4 BC [6] 
Amenemhat IV 

Sebekneferu 1805-1801 bc [7] 

Dynasty 13 1901-1 648 BC, over 50 rulers, 
including 

Sebekhetep IV 1727-1720 bc [8] 

Second Intermediate Period 

Dynasties 14-17 1648-1540 BC 

New Kingdom 

Dynasty 18 1540-1296 BC 
Ahmosis 
Amenhotep I 
Tuthmosis I 
Tuthmosis II 
Hatshepsut 

Tuthmosis III 1479-1425 BC [9,10?] 
Amenhotep II 

Tuthmosis IV 1401-1391 BC [11] 
Amenhotep III 1391-1353 bc [12] 
Amenhotep IV (Akhenaten) 1353-1337 
BC [13-15] 

Smenkhkara 

Tutankhamen 1336-1327 BC [16] 

Ay 

Horemheb 

Dynasty 19 1295-1186 bc 
Ramesses I 
Seti I 

Ramesses II 1279-1213 BC [18] 
Merenptah 1213-1203 BC [19] 

Seti II 

Amenmesses (usurper) 

Siptah 

Twosret 

Dynasty 20 1 186-1069 BC 
Sethnakht 
Ramesses III 

Ramesses IV 1 153-1147 bc [20] 
Ramesses V 



Ramesses VI 1143-1136 BC [21] 
Ramesses VII-XI 

Third Intermediate Period 

Dynasty 21 1069-945 BC 

Dynasty 22 945-715 BC 
Shoshenq I 

OsorkonI 929-889 BC [22] 

Takeloth I 

Osorkon II 

Takeloth II 

Shoshenq III 

Pimay 

Shoshenq V 

Osorkon IV 

Dynasty 23 818-715 BC 

Dynasty 24 727-715 BC 

Late Period 

Dynasty 25 ca. 715-656 BC 

Dynasty 26 (Saite) 664-525 
Psammetichus I 
Necho II 
Psammetichus II 
Apries 589-570 BC [23] 

Amasis 570-526 BC [24] 
Psammetichus III 


Dynasty 27 (Persian) 525-404 bc [25] 

Dynasty 28 404-399 BC 
Dynasty 29 399-380 bc 
Dynasty 30 380-343 

Nectanebo I (Nakhtnebef) 380-362 bc 
[26] 

Teos 

Nectanebo II (Nakhthorheb) 360-342 bc 
[27] 

Second Persian Period 342-332 bc 

Greco-Roman Period 

Macedonian Dynasty 332-305 bc 
Alexander the Great 
Philip Arrhidaeus 
Alexander IV 

Ptolemaic Dynasty 305-30 BC [28], 15 kings 
named Ptolemy, at times ruling jointly with their 
wives/sisters, including 

Cleopatra VII Philopater 51-30 BC [29] 
Roman Empire 30 bc-ad 395, including 
Augustus 
Tiberius 
Caligula 
Claudius 

Nero ad 54-68 [30] 


This chronology, used in the catalogue for Pharaohs: Treasure of Egyptian Art from the Louvre, is based 
on Jaromir Malek, ed., Egypt-Ancient Culture, Modern Land, Cradles of Civilization (North Sydney: 
Weldon Russell, 1993), pp. 182-184. 



LAWRENCE M. BERMAN 


Biography 

Lawrence M. Berman has been Assistant Curator of Ancient Art at the 
Cleveland Museum of Art since 1993, having joined the Department of Ancient 
Art as Curatorial Assistant in 1988. He has been planning and working on the 
catalogue for the exhibition Pharaohs: Treasures of Egyptian Art from the Louvre 
since early 1994. He is also currently working on a catalogue of the Cleveland 
museum’s Egyptian collection of some five hundred objects, mostly unpublished; 
this catalogue is tentatively scheduled to be published in 1997. 

Earlier in his position in Cleveland, Dr. Berman edited The Art of 
Amenhotep III: Art Historical Analysis, a volume of papers presented at an 
international symposium held at the museum in 1987. He worked with Curator of 
Ancient Art Arielle P. Kozloff and Egyptologist professor Betsy M. Bryan of 
Johns Hopkins University on the landmark 1992 exhibition and catalogue, Egypt’s 
Dazzling Sun: Amenhotep III and His World, which subsequently traveled to the 
Kimbell Art Museum, Fort Worth, Texas, and the Grand Palais, Paris, and won 
Apollo magazine’s award for best exhibition of the year. 

Active in international scholarship in Egyptology, Dr. Berman has 
delivered papers on various Egyptological topics in scholarly conferences in the 
U.S. and abroad. 

Dr. Berman earned his B.A. in history from the State University of New 
York at Binghamton in 1975. At Yale University, in the Department of Near 
Eastern Languages and Literatures, he earned his M.A. in 1978, an M.Phil. in 
1979, and his doctorate in 1985. In 1987, a fellowship from the American 
Research Center in Egypt enabled him to travel for a year in Egypt, continuing 
work on the topic of his dissertation, the monuments and inscriptions of the reign 
of the Twelfth Dynasty king Amenemhet I (ca. 1938-1908 BC). 
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